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Date: September 4, 2025

Legislative Session 
Resources for Cities



Agenda
• Legislative Resources

• Texas Legislature Online (TLO) resources
• Texas Municipal League (TML) resources
• North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) 

Legislative Affairs
• American Planning Association – Texas Chapter (TxAPA)
• American Society of Civil Engineers – Texas Section (TxASCE)

• Examples of Bill Tracking and Responses
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Texas Legislature Online (TLO)
Legislative Resources

https://capitol.texas.gov/
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https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzphYzZjOmFlNGVhYTQ5ODY2ZmY4Yjk2MmI1OWViYjMzM2E3YmNmNTFiNTJjMWE4Y2E5NTZiZmM0OWY2YjczYjRmZGNiZGU6cDpUOkY


TLO - Home

https://capitol.texas.gov/ 4

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoxMmVlOmY1MjcyOWJmZDdkN2U1NjY3YzA0NzQ0NWNmMzQ3OTE5MTYxNTdjNjE2OWM1NWRiZjlmY2I2MWM2ZjI3ODA4ODY6cDpUOkY


TLO – Selected Glossary Terms

https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/legref/Glossary.pdf 5

• Filed – When a measure has been introduced into the legislative 
process and given a number (now it’s a bill!) 

• Engrossed – When a Bill has been passed by the chamber in which 
it was filed with all approved amendments, and it is then forwarded to 
the opposite chamber for consideration

• Enrolled – When a Bill has been passed by both chambers in 
identical form and has been prepared for signature by both chambers

Once signed, it is then forwarded to the Governor

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/legref/Glossary.pdf___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoxODA0OmIzMGYxYmExYjE2OTM4MTlhZjZiOWZiYmFhOTQ2ZmI1ZTQ0OWU1NjFiYTNlMmEzZDE3YTc5YmMxYjZhZWFhOWU6cDpUOkY


TLO – Deadline Action Calendar

https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/DeadlineActionCalendar.pdf 6

• June 2nd:140th and Final Day
“Sine Die” – Without a day

• June 22nd: Governor’s Signature        
Deadline
Gov. Abbott has 20 days to sign or                
veto bills passed during the session
Any bills not signed or vetoed by                
this date automatically become law

• Sept 1st: Effective Date for Most New Laws

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/DeadlineActionCalendar.pdf___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoxZDczOjI3NWNiOWFkZGI2ZDc3NGRmOTE5ZGZkNjkzNDI0OWYwOTcyNDhlMDYxYjAxNjI5YzM3MzIwODk4MDdkN2RjNGU6cDpUOkY


TLO - My TLO

7https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuMyTLO.aspx

Bill Lists and Alerts
can be set up to notify you 

of progress on bills you 
have chosen to follow

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuMyTLO.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzowNjVhOjA1NDJlODhlNTBkMWUyNjE3NzM3MjBiNDRlYWJkMmExN2NiMjY3Y2M4YmJhNzFlZDRhYTkxYzc4ZGQ0Mzc5NzQ6cDpUOkY


• Bill Lists – first step in organizing alerts

TLO – Bill Lists

8



• Now add the bills to the list created

TLO – Bill Lists
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TLO - Alerts
• Use the Alerts feature to receive email alerts for bills, calendars, 

committees, subjects, or adjournments
• Add / delete bills or save changes to your alert list on the Alerts page

10https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuMyTLO.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/webhelp/Bills.htm___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3MGVhOmE0Mjc3NzhjMmI2MThiYzFkNWIyYTc1MWNlYTU3NjgwZGFlMmExYmE0NzEzNzJiZDBkM2QzMzAyNTA1Y2FiYTk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/webhelp/Calendars.htm___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpjMTVlOmExOTU0NDVkOGIxNTk2NDk0OTc2NGRjMjliYzg5NmRmZjVmYjUxNWI1YmY5YmYzYjIwZWE4MDQyOWExZGYzZWE6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/webhelp/Committees.htm___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzphMjk0OmZkYTk3Y2IxZTkwMDNiM2UzNTJiZDAyMWE3OWJhYWVlYjkwMmMyN2VhOWNjNmY5ZGY3MjgyNTgzMWJmZjU3Zjc6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/webhelp/Subjects.htm___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo2YjVjOmMxYWUyNmQwMjQ2MDVhMzE2Y2JiNzhjMjFiMjM3NGFlNjljNTM4ODgxYTk4ZjdlYzE5N2Q0NjJjZTFhMjhlNjY6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/webhelp/Adjournment.htm___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzphOWQyOjMwZjFmNjU1YzY5NTBhNTY1MjRlNWQ0ZWJiMzRjNzI5N2EzMzI2MDA3Mjg4MzJjZjRkOGVlMjNmYmU5MDZkNDk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuMyTLO.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzplMzIxOjRjZTRiYzc0YzNhYTU5ZmM5OTQzM2Q5NTBlMmM0MzEwZGJjNWE1NWRmMDQ3YmNiNzFlZGRkNDAwY2RkNjY3N2Q6cDpUOkY


• Here identify the bills that you want to track

TLO – Bill Alerts

11



• Emails will be sent 
whenever any activities 
occur on the bills being 
tracked

TLO – Bill Alert

12



TLO - Register for My TLO
• Register to use bill list, alert list, and saved search features in My TLO 
• How to register: 

• Click the Login button in the upper right corner of the window 
• On the MyTLO Login page click the New User link

13https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/register.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/register.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo2MWI4OjY3NDIzZjQ3ZmQ3YWU2YTBlNzZlMDUwMTAzM2Q3OWNiZjg3Zjc5NWQ5YjkzZTRjZmM0ODc1OTAxYjBiZmFjZmM6cDpUOkY


• Enter your email address, select a security question, provide the 
answer, enter a password and click Submit – EASY!

• An e-mail will be sent to the address entered to activate your account

TLO - Register for My TLO

14https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/register.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/register.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzozOTk3OmVhOWU4YmMxZTI1ZWE2ZjdmNTc1MDVjOWQ2YWUyODYxYTg2OGE5NjE1ZmQ5NDhmNThjYjY3ZTgxNmFhYzNlNmE6cDpUOkY


TLO – Login after Registration
• Click on Login in the upper right-hand corner
• Type in your email address and password and click Submit

15



TLO - House

16https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuHouse.aspxs

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuHouse.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3Y2QxOjVhMjIxMWQ3ZTI0YzczYTBlOTBjNzJlYzFiMjI3NmU3NWU3NGUwYjlhYjFlZTgwNTFlNTIxMDNmNzQxYTFjMTA6cDpUOkY


TLO - Senate

17https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuSenate.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuSenate.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzphYTc4OjZhMzFlMzU3ODA0Y2I1Nzg0MTMyMzE5YzQ4MGI4ZjMxM2Y2YWVlMmMxOTRhOTY4MDhjYmUwMzE2MDlkZWYzOTk6cDpUOkY


TLO - Legislation

18https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuLegislation.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuLegislation.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzowOGMzOmZkNjk4NWU3YzM1YWEzOTkzYWQzZjNmNTY1YTllMGUyOTkwYzE2YzlkZThiZDU0ODQyZmUxYWEwNjdhZDRhZTg6cDpUOkY


TLO – Bill Lookup

19

Use Bill Lookup (under the 
Legislation tab) when you 
already know the bill number

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/BillNumber.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpiYWE2OjIwNTc2ZGMzOTY2OGY3NzYyN2Q1NTk2MWZjNmVmOGFjZWFlYzFlNDcyMDZkZDZlNjYwN2E0MTFhNGU4NThjMjk6cDpUOkY


TLO – Legislation - Reports

20https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/BillsBy.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/BillsBy.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo4MDkwOjM1YjdmYjc2OThiMGU2YzUzNjlmNjY1MTAxZDMxZmUzYzQwOWNhNGU0YWVkOGJkMmQ0YTYyNzc2N2M4MTczNjk6cDpUOkY


TLO – Legislation - Reports

21https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/General.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/General.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpiOWU2OmRkYTMxNjE3ZDllODFjZTcyZDIxNTIzOWVjODVmMDEwNzdjNmNlM2M4OWM5MzM3YTcxM2ZhMDJiOGVhZmY3Yjg6cDpUOkY


TLO – Legislation – Reports – Signed Bills

22https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/Report.aspx?LegSess=89R&ID=signedbygov

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/Report.aspx?LegSess=89R&ID=signedbygov___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3ZWFiOmYyNThiNTBkMWZjYTQ2MmQ3MWIxMzE0MzlmMGVmODU0YmI2YTFiMjk5YTZhMmJjYjYxYmI1OGRjYzM2MmVhZjU6cDpUOkY


TLO - Search

23https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuSearch.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuSearch.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpkNGE5OjI2OTIzNjBhMzYyNDY1ZjdhZWMwYTk4NjkxZDJiMzNkYjkxNzg1NzljY2M5YjY2OTc0ODkxNjhlNzI3NDIwNTE6cDpUOkY


TLO – Bill Search

24

Use Bill Search (under the Search tab) to search using multiple 
criteria such as author, committee, subject, or action

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/Search/BillSearch.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo2MTgxOmZkYWQ0ODNjNGFmNGQ0ZThjMzY1ZWUyYjBjMjI3M2Q4MGViNGVkMTM0MzhhNGQ3MGIzMmQ3NTY2MzY4MWRmMjg6cDpUOkY


TLO – Text Search

25

Use Text Search (under the Search tab) when you do not know the 
bill number but know content

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/Search/TextSearch.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzplYmMzOjJlYjkyODRlYmI0MTcyYTNlNDk3M2UzYjFhYzViZDQxMzM0MTU2NzI4MjliNTM5Y2ViOWE1NjVlMjhmMjA0Zjc6cDpUOkY


TLO - Committees

26https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuCommittees.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuCommittees.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzowYTQ5OjU2ZWJkNTAyZjUwMWY5ZWFhYmRlMzRlNmU1MmNlNjBhMGFmYzM0YWQ3MzcyYjc0MGNjZjExODdhZjNhM2QwYzM6cDpUOkY


TLO - Calendar

27https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuCalendars.aspx

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/MnuCalendars.aspx___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpjNjIxOjkyNDVhODBiN2I5NjNmNWJkZDJlYWRiY2MyZTAzZTQ0N2U0NzNjZGViZDRiZGI1YmNlMDM1NjhmYzkzYzU1OGM6cDpUOkY


How to Gather all the 
Details for a 
Specific Bill

https://capitol.texas.gov/

28

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://capitol.texas.gov/___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo0MGU1OmJkMTA4YzljOTI3MGNlMjJkNDM5ZDhiZGFjYjM0M2FkMTAyMTVmYTI0NzE5NTMwMzE5Zjg5Y2EwMGUxZTdjNmY6cDpUOkY


Home page search bar OR

TLO – Bill Details – Search for your Bill

29

Search bar in the upper right-hand 
corner (on all pages except Home)



TLO – Bill Details - History 

30



TLO – Bill Details – History (continued) 
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TLO – Bill Details – History (continued) 
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TLO – Bill Details – History (continued) 

33



TLO – Bill Details - Text
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TLO – Bill Details – Text – Bill

35



TLO – Bill Details – Text – Fiscal Note
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TLO – Bill Details – Text – Analysis
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TLO – Bill Details - Actions
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TLO – Bill Details - Companions
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TLO – Bill Details - Amendments
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TLO – Bill Details - Authors
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TLO – Bill Details - Sponsors

42



TLO – Bill Details - Captions

43



TLO – Bill Details – Bill Stages

44



TLO – Bill Details - Companion Bill History 

45



TLO – Bill Details - Companion Bill History 

46



TLO – Bill Details – Companion Bill Stages

47



Texas Municipal League (TML)
Legislative Resources
https://www.tml.org/

48

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzplNzMyOjhiYWVkMDkwM2YzNTliODFlNmNjNjAyNGI5YjA0MWU1Y2VkZWNkNjg4ZTRlNzUzNjNhNTcyYjMzNWZjMDFiOTA6cDpUOkY


TML Homepage

49https://www.tml.org/

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo2Yjg2OjI0M2I4ZDVhZmZlODQyM2ZmNjljOGJiNmRiNjQzMTg5MmU3YjVlOGM4YTQ5YjM3OThlOWY3YTY4OTA0OTJlNjA6cDpUOkY


TML Legislative Updates

50https://www.tml.org/579/Legislative-Update

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/579/Legislative-Update___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpiOTNiOjU5MTY5MTVmMmUwNWI2OWZhNzBlNDQyMTMwYzRiN2YzY2ZmMWE2MTExOGRjZDI3Y2Y4NTFhZTQwMWZjZjc1ZTE6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/579/Legislative-Update___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpiOTNiOjU5MTY5MTVmMmUwNWI2OWZhNzBlNDQyMTMwYzRiN2YzY2ZmMWE2MTExOGRjZDI3Y2Y4NTFhZTQwMWZjZjc1ZTE6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/579/Legislative-Update___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzpiOTNiOjU5MTY5MTVmMmUwNWI2OWZhNzBlNDQyMTMwYzRiN2YzY2ZmMWE2MTExOGRjZDI3Y2Y4NTFhZTQwMWZjZjc1ZTE6cDpUOkY


TML Legislative Information

51https://www.tml.org/319/Legislative-Information

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/319/Legislative-Information___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3M2U4OmZkMjZkMzU0YmZmMDAzZmUzNWJhNDYwYTRiMDY0NzZkYTE0ZTc2NWZkNDVkZTE5MTU5YjQ5ODhiNjgzMTYxYjg6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/319/Legislative-Information___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3M2U4OmZkMjZkMzU0YmZmMDAzZmUzNWJhNDYwYTRiMDY0NzZkYTE0ZTc2NWZkNDVkZTE5MTU5YjQ5ODhiNjgzMTYxYjg6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.tml.org/319/Legislative-Information___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6Nzo3M2U4OmZkMjZkMzU0YmZmMDAzZmUzNWJhNDYwYTRiMDY0NzZkYTE0ZTc2NWZkNDVkZTE5MTU5YjQ5ODhiNjgzMTYxYjg6cDpUOkY


TML Legislative Advocacy Toolkit

52https://tml.org/DocumentCenter/View/4537/2024-TML-Advocacy_Final

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://tml.org/DocumentCenter/View/4537/2024-TML-Advocacy_Final___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoyY2MzOjIzYjgwOWI0NmNkODdjY2Q2NWJhM2M4ODU5NGI4NWNiNmIyYTAzZjI4OTU4OTcwZjQ1MjJlOWNkZmI3Njg2ZDk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://tml.org/DocumentCenter/View/4537/2024-TML-Advocacy_Final___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoyY2MzOjIzYjgwOWI0NmNkODdjY2Q2NWJhM2M4ODU5NGI4NWNiNmIyYTAzZjI4OTU4OTcwZjQ1MjJlOWNkZmI3Njg2ZDk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://tml.org/DocumentCenter/View/4537/2024-TML-Advocacy_Final___.YzJlOm5jdGNvZzpjOm86ZWM1MWEwMmM2NDY5ZmIyMjRjZjcxZjQ4NDRmMjc2NzU6NzoyY2MzOjIzYjgwOWI0NmNkODdjY2Q2NWJhM2M4ODU5NGI4NWNiNmIyYTAzZjI4OTU4OTcwZjQ1MjJlOWNkZmI3Njg2ZDk6cDpUOkY
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TML Exchange
• TML member cities’ staff can 

sign up for the TML Exchange 
email list by contacting: 
tmladmin@tml.org and 
requesting to join
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TML Legislative Alerts
• When you sign up for the 

Exchange you will also get 
TML Legislative Alerts
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TML Legislative Series & Webinars
• TML Legislative Series

1. Preview – What’s Ahead for Texas Cities
2. Keep Your Finger on the Pulse
3. Be Heard at the Capitol
4. What to Expect in the Final Days

• TML Webinar: Empowering Your City: Effective Advocacy at the 
Legislature

• TML Webinar: Post-Session Open Government Updates for Texas 
Cities

55https://tmllegislativeseries.org/
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North Central Texas 
Council of Governments 

(NCTCOG) 
Legislative Affairs

https://www.nctcog.org/trans/
involve/legislate
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NCTCOG Homepage
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NCTCOG – Legislative Affairs Homepage
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NCTCOG – Legislative Affairs Homepage
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NCTCOG – Public Works Council

60https://www.nctcog.org/envir/committees/public-works-council

• During meetings NCTCOG staff provide an overview of State and 
Federal legislation that could impact city and county agencies

• Great opportunity to see how other agencies are responding
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American Planning Association
Texas Chapter (TxAPA)
Legislative Resources

https://texas.planning.org/
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TxAPA – Policy and Advocacy
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TxAPA – Policy and Advocacy
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TxAPA – Advocacy Committee Bill Tracker
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TxAPA – Advocacy Committee Bill Tracker
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American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE)

Texas Section
Legislative Resources

https://www.texasce.org/ 
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ASCE – Government Affairs - StateTrack
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ASCE – Government Affairs - StateTrack
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ASCE
State legislative 
tracking

https://www.asce.org
/advocacy/state-
legislative-tracking  
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Question: 
What other resources 

do you use?
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Bill Examples
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Example #1
Approach to 

Tracking/ Responding 
to a Land Use Bill
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Example Land Use Bills​ of Interest
Effective September 1, 2025
• SB 1883 − Impact Fees: Capital Improvement Advisory Committee 

changes
• SB 15 – Small Lot (Residential)​
• SB 840 – Mixed Use and Multifamily Development​
• HB 24 – Zoning Notice and Protests​
• HB 2512 – ETJ release; exemptions added​
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Transportation Impact Fee (TrIF) Program​
SB 1883 impact:
• Increased the affirmative vote ratio required for the imposition of an 

impact fee from a majority to two-thirds
• Added a financial audit (details are defined in the bill)
• Added 120 days to the overall public comment period​
• Advisory committee changes:

• City Plan Commission can no longer serve as an advisory committee
• 50% must represent the real estate, development, or building 

industries 74
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TrIF Program​ - Bill Impact Assessment
Step 1: 
• Figure out the impact!
• Example: Create a copy of the text impacted in Word and add the 

bills changes to it
Step 2: 
• Determine the process, implementation, and financial impacts
• What can be accommodated and what is of concern?
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TrIF Program​ - Approach to Sharing City Impact

76

Step 3: White Paper 
• Prepare a short memo explaining the concerns and alternatives

• City staff who went to Austin were able to use this document to 
discuss the issues and impacts with legislators

 Focus on the biggest concerns
 Seek to understand the intent of 

the bill
 Propose changes to the bill’s text 

that gets to the intent of the bill

S.B. 1883 CONCERNS & ALTERNATIVE

BILL SUMMARY

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

PROPOSED BILL AMENDMENTS



TrIF Program​ - Implementation
Step 4: 
• Implement changes
• Example: city code updates, administrative guides, applications, 

customer resources, website information

Ordinance Updates Required (Ch 30, Article VIII: Transportation 
Impact Fees)​​
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§30-154 CIAC definition will be removed and defined in §30-159

§30-159 Amended to include the establishment of the committee, 
its composition, and functions of the committee
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Example #2
Defense Against 

Transportation-related 
Bill
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HB 4272 - Utility Relocation Construction Costs​
HB 4272 changes:
• Shifts the costs of private utility relocation in the public ROW from the 

private company to the municipality
oChanges requirement for Utility provider to relocate at their cost

• Municipality required to give utility provider 30-days notice
oUtility provider is not capable of relocating in 30-days 

• Municipality required to specify a new ROW location for the facility
oCurrently Utility providers identify where they will locate
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HB 4272 - Utility Relocation Construction Costs​
HB 4272 impacts:
• Increase roadway project costs 
• Decrease the amount of road construction each municipality can fund
• Delay roadway construction
• Result in taxpayers funding of the relocation of private “for-profit” 

utilities 
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Utility Relo - Defense against bill​
Step 1: 
• Identified the impact to the City
Step 2: 
• Provided comments to the bill to Legislative team
Step 3: 
• Shared concerns about the proposed bills with others on the Public 

Works Council, encouraging them to voice concerns
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Utility Relo - Defense against bill (continued)

Step 3: 
• Prepared a memo (“white paper”) explaining the concerns and impacts
Step 4: 
• City staff went to Austin used the document to discuss the issues and 

impacts and why the City was AGAINST bill 
Step 5: 
• Met with proponents of the bill separately to discuss options 

Ultimately, the bill stalled in committee… 
the fight is likely to resume next legislative session 82



Questions?



Thank you!
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