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Agenda

• Introduction

• Joe Pool Lake and Village Creek-Lake Arlington 
Watershed On-Site Sewage Facilities Remediation 
Program

• Updates on the OSSF Database Project

• Roundtable Discussion



Joe Pool Lake and 
Village 
Creek-Lake Arlington 
Watershed On-Site 
Sewage Facilities 
Remediation Program

Heather Firn, Trinity River Authority



Trinity River Authority of Texas
Enriching the Trinity basin as a resource for Texans

JPL AND VCLA WPP JOINT 
IMPLEMENTATION FY24 – 
FY26
ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES DATABASE AND REMEDIATION



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

•Federal: $286,307.60
•Match: $190,871.73

•TRA in-kind
•Texas A&M Extension and Texas A&M 
Research in-kind

•Total: $477,179.33

Funding



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

3. OSSF Geodatabase and Inventory

4. Develop OSSF Application and   
    Selection Criteria 

5. Inspect, Repair and Replace OSSFs

6. OSSF Education and Outreach

Tasks
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sCities of Alvarado, Arlington, Burleson, Cedar Hill, Crowley, Dallas, Duncanville, Fort 
Worth, Grand Prairie, Joshua, Mansfield, and Midlothian. Dallas, Ellis, Johnson, and Tarrant 
counties.
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https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/wp/projects/ossf.php

https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/wp/projects/ossf.php


Flyer

• Please share/make 
available in your office

• Installer/maintenance 
providers contact 
information?



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

GEODATABASE

Steps:
- Identify sewer service areas
- Geolocate permits (911 

address or XY)
- Identify home (appraisal)
- Position on roof
- Review – verify with AA 

(location, permit number, date 
of install or application, type of 
system)



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

GEODATABASE
Review: “Property location is correct 
however the location of the point in on the 
wrong building”



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

CEU’S
CEUs: “Best Practices to 
manage and share spatial data. 
An introduction for Water 
Agencies in Texas”
- 4 credit hours
- Installers, designated 

representatives, maintenance 
providers, and site evaluators



Assessment Criteria
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Process

Once 
homeowner 
application is 
received:



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

Upcoming Septic System Clinic for 
Homeowners - December

- Overview of program
- Health and safety
- How to care for and feed 

the system
- General maintenance 

procedures



TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS

Heather Firn
Trinity River Authority
firnha@trinityra.org
817-467-4343
https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/wp/projects/ossf.php 

Questions

https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/joe_pool
_lake_wpp/index.php

https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/village_c
reek-lake_arlington_wpp/index.php

https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/wp/projects/ossf.php
https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/joe_pool_lake_wpp/index.php
https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/joe_pool_lake_wpp/index.php
https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/village_creek-lake_arlington_wpp/index.php
https://trinityra.org/basin_planning/village_creek-lake_arlington_wpp/index.php


• Last time we met, the focus was on gathering consistent 
data for the 2024 WQMP OSSF Map

• We’ve added 12 new entities as of this month!

• Work has begun to determine where unpermitted systems 
may exist for the separate interactive database

• NCTCOG is working to streamline data to be uniform 
regionally. 

Updates on the OSSF Database Project



2023 Water Quality 
Management Plan

Source: 2023 Update to the North 
Central Texas Water Quality 
Management Plan; NCTCOG 2023.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c3b32837e894cf2b8447d3f7ea81560
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c3b32837e894cf2b8447d3f7ea81560
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c3b32837e894cf2b8447d3f7ea81560


2024 Water Quality 
Management Plan

Source: 2024 Update to the North 
Central Texas Water Quality 
Management Plan; NCTCOG 2024.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a3b63ddee1142d6be5956ad49ceb0c0
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a3b63ddee1142d6be5956ad49ceb0c0
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a3b63ddee1142d6be5956ad49ceb0c0


Streamlining data for use in the database

OSSF Data 
Collection 
Template Walk-
through



Potentially Confusing 
Field Types
• System Type - the specific OSSF that was installed. 

Examples of system types are aerobic, conventional, 
low-pressure dosing. 

• System Classification - whether the OSSF is a 
residential or commercial system. 

• Street Type - also known as the street category, such 
as an avenue, loop, road, or street. Can be 
abbreviated to “St.” for “Street”, “Ln.” for Lane, etc.



CITY 
IDENTIFICATION

LACK OF STREET 
TYPE

MISSING 
SUFFIXES/PREFIXES

Common issues



Roundtable 
Discussion 

o How many permits are being done a month/year?

o What is the leading cause of homeowners' OSSF 
complaints? Is lack of education a big factor? What 
more do you feel COG can do on this? 

o Is income a barrier to fixing failing systems?

o When systems are decommissioned due to 
annexation or receiving city wastewater service, is 
that noted in OSSF permitting records?



o Corinne Buckley
Environment and Development 
Planner I
CBuckley@nctcog.org
817-704-2510

o Susan Alvarez
Environment and Development 
Director
SAlvarez@nctcog.org
817-704-2549

Staff Contacts
o Alyssa Knox

Environment and Development 
Planner II
AKnox@nctcog.org
817-695-9221

o Cassidy Campbell
Environment and Development 
Program Manager
CCampbell@nctcog.org
817-608-2368

mailto:CBuckley@nctcog.org
mailto:SAlvarez@nctcog.org
mailto:AKnox@nctcog.org
mailto:CCampbell@nctcog.org


Thank you for attending

On-Site Sewage Facility 
Authorized Agent 
Roundtable

October 29, 2024
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