THOMAS C. LEPPERT
MAYOR

September 11, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant Application - Regional Trinity Transit Connectors

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am pleased to support the North Central Texas Council of Governments efforts to secure funding through the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant for Regional Trinity
Transit Connectors in Dallas and Fort Worth.

This project will provide expanded transit opportunities in the urban cores of both cities, promoting sustainable
growth and redevelopment. The proposed transportation improvements will improve air quality, transportation
linkages, pedestrian access and safety, while decreasing both traffic congestion, air pollution, and will create
opportunities for pedestrian-oriented or mixed use development in Dallas’ Oak Cliff neighborhood and Fort
Worth’'s CBD Employment Center.

On behalf of the City of Dallas, | respectfully request and thank you in advance for considering the application
to the 2009 ARRA TIGER Call for Projects.

Sincerely,

Tom Leppert
Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR  CITY HALL 1500 MARILLA 8T 5EN DALLAS TEXAS 75201 TELEPHONE 214-870-4054 FAX 214-870-0848



September 15, 2009

The Honorable Ray Latood

Secretary, US, Departinent of Transportation
1200 New lersey Avenue, 5E

Washingion, [.C, 20590

Dear Secretary Lalood:

This is to confirm that Dallas Area Rapid Transit {DART) supports the City of Dallas in the
development of a comprehensive streetear program. DART will work in close collaboration with
the City fo assure that the overall streetcar program meets its intended objectives of providing
needed access and mobility Improvements for our community.

Sincerely,

)y 7

Gy €T hofas
President/Frecutive Director
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Linda Koop, City of Dallas
Keith Manoy, City of Dallas
Drayid Leininger, DART
Steve Salin, DART
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September 3, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

The Oak Cliff Chamber of Commerce enthusiastically endorses and encourages
the TIGER grant application for the Regional Connections Initiative that includes
the Dallas streetcar system. The streetcar system is an integral factor not only in
the creation of new jobs and workforce housing, but also for connecting existing
workforce housing and residents to current job centers, both locally and
regionally.

Like a well-planned chess move, the creation of the first leg of the Dallas streetcar
system accomplishes many good things at the same time. It helps to stabilize and
redevelop a community that has been in a downward spiral. It provides links from
the Oak Cliff side of the Trinity River, an area that is largely comprised of modest
income residential neighborhoods, to the Dallas City Center which has the highest
concentration of jobs in the region. Additionally, it will bring accessibility to the
largest recreational project in the North Texas region, the Trinity River park
system as well as connections to Fort Worth another key jobs center. But more
than that, this will be a statement to an area of Dallas that has long been
overlooked, that it will no longer be considered an afterthought.

Let me explain...

Oak CIliff is an older area of Dallas that is adjacent to downtown Dallas, albeit
separated by the Trinity River and its 30 foot levees. Over the history of Dallas,
the Trinity has served as a barrier between the more affluent areas with higher
concentrations of jobs, services, and retail (downtown and northern Dallas), and
that of the residential blue collar working community (Oak Cliff). The Dallas
streetcar starter will help bridge this gap both in terms of connecting the Oak CIiff
workforce to the job center of downtown Dallas and Fort Worth (through the
connection at Union Station in Downtown transferring to the Regional Commuter
Rail line) as well as adding viability to the redevelopment of the Oak CIiff side of
the river.

Oak CIliff has average per capita income around $13,500 per year. The
predominant single family housing stock is about 75 years old, with values that
average in the $75,000 - $125,000 range. The multi-family stock is mostly sub-
standard, having past its useful life. The area includes the highest percentage of
workers that have to commute to their jobs of anywhere in the Dallas/Fort Worth
metropolitan area. Oak CIiff boasts a truly multi-cultural environment, having a
mix of Hispanic, Anglo and African-Americans. Over the last few years, there has
been an influx of younger urban pioneers who have restored and rejuvenated many
older structures, creating a concentration of historic and conservation districts
throughout the area.

400 S. Zang Blvd, Ste. 110, Dallas, Texas 75208
Phone: (214) 943-4567 Fax: (214) 943-4582
www.oakcliffchamber.org
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Additionally, the Oak Cliff community is embracing the concept of reinventing itself by complementing
its stable single family neighborhoods with higher-density, mixed-used, pedestrian-friendly projects
along its major corridors and adjacent to the Trinity River. To that end, it is currently rezoning about
1000 acres of land in the Oak Cliff Gateway, and in an adjacent area along the Bishop and Davis Street
corridors, as well as the neighboring West Dallas Corridors along Fort Worth Avenue, through which
the starter streetcar system would eventually be expanded.

In order to achieve the kind of densities that the community desires for these arcas, a multi-modal
approach to transportation, including a streetcar system, is mandatory. Besides the rezoning process, the
community has also created a series of Tax Increment Financing Districts and Municipal Management
Districts as financing tools to help in this transformation. The missing link to our rejuvenation efforts is
the transportation, i.e. street car, component.

Lastly, the Dallas streetcar system would provide true accessibility to the Trinity River park and
recreation project which includes building parks, lakes, trails, sports fields and more in between the
levees. This streetcar system would allow folks to park their vehicles at the currently unused parking
garage on the Houston Street Viaduct when going to the new Trinity Park, solving a huge issue for
expanding utilization of this great asset.

For these reasons and more, please consider favorably the request to fund the Regional Connections
streetcar initiative.

Sincerely,

Bob Stimson
President

400 S. Zang Blvd, Ste. 110, Dallas, Texas 75208
Phone: (214) 943-4567 Fax: (214) 943-4582
www.oakcliffchamber.org
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September 8, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

DOWNTOWNDALLAS enthusiastically endorses the TIGER grant application
for the Regional Connections Initiative that includes the Dallas streetcar
system. The streetcar system is an integral factor not only in the creation of
new jobs and workforce housing, but also for connecting existing workforce
housing and residents to existing job centers, locally and regionally.

It provides links from the Oak CIliff side of the Trinity River, an area that is
largely comprised of modest income residential neighborhoods, to the Dallas
City Center which has the highest concentration of jobs in the region. The
streetcar will bring accessibility to the largest recreational project in the North
Texas region, the Trinity River park system as well as accessibility to Fort
Worth, another key jobs center, through the connection at Union Station in
Downtown Dallas transferring to the Trinity River Express commuter rail line.

The Dallas streetcar system would provide easy access to the Trinity River
project which includes parks, lakes, trails, sports fields and more in between
the levees. This streetcar system would allow people to park their vehicles at
the currently underutilized parking garage on the Houston Street Viaduct when
going to the new Trinity Park.

DOWNTOWNDALLAS believes that this project meets the established

qualifying criteria for the TIGER grant and fully supports efforts to secure these
funds. Please contact me if you have questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

Presu:lent and CEO

ddress: 2200 Ross Avenue « Suite 4600E » Dallas » Texas « 75201 « phone: 214.744.1270 « fax: 214.744.1986



OAK CLIFF TRANSIT AUTHORITY
September 1, 2009

To Whom it May Concern,

The Oak Cliff Transit Authority, a community based alternative transportation advocacy
organization group in Dallas, supports the Cities of Dallas and Fort Worth's efforts to
develop a streetcar system connecting the regions' Downtown cores to the outlying
workforce housing areas, with all being linked by the Trinity Rail Express (TRE). We
strongly endorse the initiative and recognize the positive impact a rail linking the region
would provide in bolstering work force housing, remediation of CO2, economic
revitalization, and multi-modal access to residents throughout the greater region.

Kind Regards,

Jason Roberts
President
Oak CIiff Transit Authority

614 N. Bishop Avenue Dallas, Texas 75208 214.337.7677 www.oakcliffta.org



PROPERTIES CORPORATION

September 8, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Hamilton Properties Corporation would like to endorse the TIGER grant application for
the Regional Connections Initiative that includes the Dallas streetcar system. The
streetcar system is an integral factor not only in the creation of new jobs and workforce
housing, but also for connecting existing workforce housing and residents to existing job
centers, locally and regionally.

It provides links from the Oak Cliff side of the Trinity River, an area that is largely com-
prised of modest income residential neighborhoods, to the Dallas City Center which has
the highest concentration of jobs in the region. The streetcar will bring accessibility to
the largest recreational project in the North Texas Region, the Trinity River Park sys-
tem, as well as accessibility to Fort Worth, another key jobs center, through the connec-
tion at Union Station in Downtown Dallas transferring to the Trinity River Express com-
muter rail line.

The Dallas streetcar system would provide easy access to the Trinity River project
which includes parks, lakes, trails, sports fields, and more in between the levees. This
streetcar system would allow people to park their vehicles at the currently underutilized
parking garage on the Houston Street Viaduct when going to the new Trinity Park.

Hamilton Properties believes that this project meets the established qualifying criteria
for the TIGER grant and fully supports efforts to secure these funds. Please contact me
if you have questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

( /
/Qig’w(///@(// (O cen

Lawrence E. Hamilton
Founder and CEO

1310 Elm Street/ Suite 140 / Dallas, Texas 75202 / (214) 741-5100 / Fax (214) 741-5102




PROPERTIES CORPORATION

September 8, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Hamilton Properties Corporation would like to endorse the TIGER grant application for
the Regional Connections Initiative that includes the Dallas streetcar system. The
streetcar system is an integral factor not only in the creation of new jobs and workforce
housing, but also for connecting existing workforce housing and residents to existing job
centers, locally and regionally.

It provides links from the Oak Cliff side of the Trinity River, an area that is largely com-
prised of modest income residential neighborhoods, to the Dallas City Center which has
the highest concentration of jobs in the region. The streetcar will bring accessibility to
the largest recreational project in the North Texas Region, the Trinity River Park sys-
tem, as well as accessibility to Fort Worth, another key jobs center, through the connec-
tion at Union Station in Downtown Dallas transferring to the Trinity River Express com-
muter rail line.

The Dallas streetcar system would provide easy access to the Trinity River project
which includes parks, lakes, trails, sports fields, and more in between the levees. This
streetcar system would allow people to park their vehicles at the currently underutilized
parking garage on the Houston Street Viaduct when going to the new Trinity Park.

Hamilton Properties believes that this project meets the established qualifying criteria
for the TIGER grant and fully supports efforts to secure these funds. Please contact me
if you have questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

Ted Hamilton
President

1310 Elm Street/ Suite 140 / Dallas, Texas 75202 / (214) 741-5100 / Fax (214) 741-5102






