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Compared to 2016
27% 
199 fatalities
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Work Zone Crashes in 2017



SAFETY A CONCERN!
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Why?
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LIABILITY
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Why?
▸Construction Workers, Drivers & Pedestrians
▸Defendants may include:▹Governmental agencies;▹Corporations; and/or ▹ Individuals.

▸Negligence claims may be supported by 
evidence and/or argument that:▹ The TCP was inconsistent with MUTCD, AASHTO, 

or other governing standards;▹ The Work Zone was confusing;▹ The Work Zone did not provide positive guidance;



WORK ZONE 
COMPONENTS

What goes into it?
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▸ Termination Area
Road users Redirected to normal 
path (TMUTCD, Sec 6C.07)

▸ Activity Area

▸ Transition Area
Road users Redirected from normal 
path (TMUTCD, Sec 6C.05)

▸ Advanced Warning Area 
Road users Informed (TMUTCD, Sec 
6C.04, Table 6c-1)

Source: TMUTCD

Work Zone
Components



Work Zone
Components
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▸ Advanced Warning Area 
Road users Informed (TMUTCD, Sec 
6C.04, Table 6c-1)

Source: TMUTCD
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▸ Transition Area
Road users Redirected from normal 
path (TMUTCD, Sec 6C.05)

Source: TMUTCD

Work Zone
Components



Transition 
Area
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Source: TMUTCD

Work Zone
Components



Transition 
Area
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Source: TMUTCD

Work Zone
Components
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▸ Termination Area
Road users Redirected to normal 
path (TMUTCD, Sec 6C.07)

Source: TMUTCD

Termination 
Area

Work Zone
Components



WORK ZONE 
DESIGN SCENARIOS

How do we design it?
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Traffic 
Control 
Design 
Options
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▸Traffic Control Plan
Detailed plans depicting all 
phases of construction

Prepared by consultant as 
part of design scope

Contractor submits plans 
only if they want to deviate 
from approved plans

▸Traffic Control 
Narrative
General phasing/detour 
requirements

Contractor responsible for 
submitting detailed plans 
prior to construction



14 Traffic Control Narrative



15 Traffic Control Plan



WORK ZONE 
CASE SCENARIOS

How do we do it?
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17 1-Lane Closure



18 1-Lane Closure



19 A Mixed Approach

Construction Area 
(Full Closure)

Zoomed In View for 
Detailed Area

Phasing 
Narrative

Detour
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One -Way to Two -Way Traffic

Full Bridge 
Closure

Creek

EXISTING 
TRAFFIC FLOW

TCP TRAFFIC 
FLOW

Off Ramp

On Ramp



21 One -Way to Two -Way Traffic

Concrete Traffic 
Barriers with Crash 

Attenuators

Traffic Yields to 
Ramps

Temporary Paving 
to Increase Activity 

Area / Safety



22 Temporary Signals



23 Temporary Signals



WORK ZONE 
PRACTICAL STEPS

How do we implement it?

24



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸DRAFTYOUR TCP
▹REVIEWYOUR TCP

▸COMMUNICATEYOUR TCP
▹REVIEWYOUR TCP

▸ IMPLEMENTYOUR TCP
▹REVIEWYOUR TCP



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸COMMUNICATEYOUR TCP



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸COMMUNICATEYOUR TCP

Roadclosures@yourcity .com



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸ IMPLEMENTYOUR TCP

BEFORE
•REVIEW
•PLAN FOR 
CONTINGENCIES



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸ IMPLEMENTYOUR TCP

DURING
•BE READY TO 
TWEAK



ACTION 
PLAN
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▸ IMPLEMENTYOUR TCP

BEFORE
•REVIEW
•PLAN FOR 
CONTINGENCIES

DURING
•BE READY TO 
TWEAK

AFTER
•DOCUMENT 
YOUR 
SUCCESSES (& 
FAILURES)



WORK ZONE 
QUESTIONS
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THANKS!
Any questions?
You can find us at

▸ J os tanley@cityofmesquite.com
▸Ryan.Delmotte@kimley-horn.com
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