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Helping People Help the Land

NRCS works with farmers, 

ranchers and forest 

landowners across the 

country to help boost 

agricultural productivity 

and protect our natural 

resources through 

conservation. 
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Agricultural Act of 2014 Conservation Programs



• Through RCPP, NRCS and 
state, local and regional partners 
coordinate resources to help 
producers install and maintain 
conservation activities in 
selected project areas. 

• Partners leverage RCPP 
funding in project areas and 
report on the benefits achieved.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP)
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What Do We Value About a Stream?

 Clean Water

 Fish and Aquatic Habitat

 Natural Scenic Beauty

 Recreation

 Wildlife Habitat

 Abundant Forage for 

Livestock

 Reliable Water Source



Hindrances to a Healthy Stream

 Land Disturbances

 Excessive Concentration of Animals

 Artificial Manipulations

 Excessive Traffic

 Woody Removal

 Excessive Withdrawals



Anything that we do in the riparian 
and/or stream will cause a change in 

the dynamics of the stream.



It’s Complicated

• The environment is basically one large complex system. It is 
all interconnected.

• Problems Should be Addressed at the Watershed Scale.

• We can try to “localize” the problem to reduce complexity, 
however the variables at play are probably still innumerable. 

• All projects that we undertake in a stream or riparian area 
must be carefully studied.



When considering water quality, select practices 
that address the concept for Avoiding, Controlling, 
or Trapping pollutants, or “ACT.” 

The ACT
Avoid, Control or Trap



Healthy Soils Are The Foundation 
of Healthy Ecosystems



Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, bountiful 
crops and forests, productive grazing lands, diverse 
wildlife, and beautiful landscapes. Soil does all this 
by performing five essential functions:

1. Regulate and partition water

2. Sustains plant and animal life

3. Filters and buffers potential pollutants

4. Cycling of nutrients

5. Physical stability and support



Questions ?

Kyle Wright 
State Water Quality Specialist

USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service
101 S. Main, Temple, TX 76501

(254) 742-9865        Kyle.wright@tx.usda.gov

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in oradministering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines 
vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint

