
2020 Transportation Alternatives Call for Projects 
For the North Central Texas Region 

 
Approximately $20 million will be available for competitive award in the 12-county North Central Texas 
region through the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Call for Projects for the North Central Texas 
Region. 
 
Applications requesting funding may submit under two project categories: Active Transportation or Safe 
Routes to School.  General types of projects eligible under this program include shared-use paths, on-
street bikeways, bicycle/pedestrian signalization, sidewalks, crosswalks, curb ramps, traffic controls 
and calming measures, signage, and road diets (incorporating pedestrian and bicycle 
accommodations).  Safe Routes to School projects are intended to improve the safety of students 
walking and bicycling to a primary school (grades K-8) and encourage more students to walk and 
bicycle to school. 
 
Eligible entities to submit and receive Transportation Alternatives (TA) funds include local governments; 
regional transportation authorities and transit agencies; and other local or regional governmental entity 
with responsibility for oversight of transportation or recreational trails.  
 
Projects submitted under this Call for Projects will be evaluated to identify the projects or programs that 
represent the best use of available TA funds by implementing the priorities adopted by the Regional 
Transportation Council and the transportation needs of local communities and the region. 
 
More information regarding the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Call for Projects for the North Central 
Texas Region can be obtained online at www.nctcog.org/tap. 
 
The Call for Projects opened on March 2, 2020 and closes May 15, 2020 at 5 pm.  Proposed projects 
on TxDOT right-of-way must submit a letter from the TxDOT District Engineer offering consent for the 
proposed project.  The deadline to submit requests for Letters of Consent is April 10, 2020.  The full 
CFP schedule is available below. 
 
NCTCOG staff is available upon request to answer questions related to the application process or 
potential project applications for the 2020 TA Call for Projects.  For more information please feel free to 
contact Daniel Snyder, Transportation Planner, (817) 608-2394 or dsnyder@nctcog.org.  
 

Milestone Date 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) – Info on CFP November 20, 2019  
Call for Projects Public Workshop January 21, 2020 
Surface Transportation Technical Committee (STTC) – Info on CFP January 24, 2020 
Regional Transportation Council (RTC) – Action on CFP February 27, 2020 
Call for Projects Opens March 2, 2020  
Deadline for Meetings to Review Applications for Completeness, Requests for Letters 

         
April 10, 2020 

Call for Projects Closes May 15, 2020, 5 PM  
Review of Projects / Scoring by NCTCOG May - July 2020  
Public Meetings August 2020  
STTC – Action on Selected Projects August 28, 2020 
RTC – Action on Selected Projects September 10, 2020 
Individual Meetings with TxDOT District Staff for Awarded Projects September - October 2020 
Submittal Deadline for TIP Modifications October 23, 2020 
Approval of Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) March - April 2021  
Deadline for Project Sponsors to Execute Agreements with TxDOT September 2021 
Deadline for Project Sponsors to Open Bids and Obligate Funds (end of FY23) August 2023 

Schedule 
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RESOLUTION ON THE TEXAS TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION’S PROPOSED 
UPDATES TO THE 2020 UNIFIED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

(R20-02) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) is designated 
as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area 
by the Governor of Texas in accordance with federal law; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Council (RTC), comprised primarily of local 
elected officials, is the regional transportation policy body associated with the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments, and has been and continues to be the regional forum for 
cooperative decisions on transportation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the RTC is responsible for the approval of transportation projects and 
policies in the region’s long-range transportation plan (Mobility 2045) pursuant to its federal 
responsibilities under Title 23 of the United States Code; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on February 27, 2020, the Texas Transportation Commission 

(Commission) was briefed on potential updates to the 2020 Unified Transportation Program 
(UTP) to address a $4.34 billion funding gap for the IH 35 Capital Express Central Project 
which would add two non-tolled managed lanes and one frontage road lane in each direction 
from US 290E to US 290W/SH 171; and,  

 
WHEREAS, to address the $4.34 billion funding gap, the Commission proposes  

to allocate $3.4 billion in Commission Strategic Priority and Texas Clear Lanes funds  
(Category 12), reprioritize $600 million in existing Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
funds allocated to the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization/Austin District; and 
include an additional $300 million in Category 12 funds in the 2021 UTP; and,  

 
WHEREAS, TxDOT will be holding a public meeting on the proposed changes to the 

2020 UTP on March 12, 2020, at 4:00 pm at each TxDOT District office and via WebEx; and,  
 
WHEREAS, TxDOT’s public comment period for the proposed changes to the 2020 

UTP will be open from March 13-April 13, 2020; and  
 
WHEREAS, TxDOT will be holding a public hearing on the proposed changes to the 

2020 UTP on April 7, 2020, at 10:00 am at a location to be determined in Austin; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Commission is scheduled to take action on the proposed changes to 

the 2020 UTP at its regular meeting on April 30, 2020; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the RTC has a long-standing partnership with the Commission and TxDOT 

on advancing major transportation projects and as such has an interest in providing feedback 
to the Commission on its proposed changes to the 2020 UTP.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
Section 1. The RTC supports the Texas Transportation Commission’s efforts to 

advance needed major capital improvements to the IH 35 corridor in the 
central Austin area as a high-priority project for the State of Texas. The 
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RTC recommends the Commission consider alternate mechanisms to 
fund the IH 35 Capital Express Central Project that would permit 
additional high-priority statewide and regional projects to advance in 
parallel. The RTC only supports Plan B. 

 
Section 2. The RTC requests the Commission review successful managed 

lanes projects (IH 635, North Tarrant Express) implemented by 
TxDOT in the Dallas-Fort Worth region as examples of projects that 
leveraged scarce public-sector funds to build major transportation 
projects creating reliable travel times and significant congestion 
relief. 

 
Section 3. The RTC directs staff to provide comments to the Commission 

during the open comment period, public meetings and public 
hearings on the proposed revisions to the 2020 UTP in the form of 
this resolution, the attached presentation (Attachment 1), and video 
presentation. Plan B is presented in this material.  

 
Section 4. The Regional Transportation Council requests the Texas 

Transportation Commission to extend the deadline for public 
comments in order to be sensitive to schedule conflicts related to 
COVID-19.  

 
Section 5. This resolution shall be transmitted to the members of the Texas 

Transportation Commission, the members of the North Texas 
legislative delegation, metropolitan planning organizations in the 
State of Texas, private-sector leadership groups, and other 
interested stakeholders. 

 
Section 6. This resolution shall be in effect immediately upon its adoption. 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 
Andy Eads, Chair 
Regional Transportation Council 
County Judge, Denton County 

 
 I hereby certify that this resolution was adopted by the Regional Transportation Council of 
the North Central Texas Council of Governments for the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area on 
March 12, 2020. 
 
 
 ______________________________________ 

Theresa Daniel, Ph.D., Secretary 
Regional Transportation Council 
Commissioner, Dallas County 
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