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How Did They Get 

Here?

ÅDescendants of domestic pigs

Å1539: Brought to U.S. by Hernando de Soto

Å1930s: Eurasian Wild Boars introduced for 

hunting purposes
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Reasons for Spread

ÅHighly adaptable generalist

ÅLow mortality rates

ÅReproduce quickly



Reproduction

ÅSexual maturity at 6-10 months

ÅYear-round breeding

ÅAverage 3-8 piglets per litter

ÅCan have 2 litters per year

ÅAbundant resources leads to 

higher reproductive rates



Population Growth

ÅWithout control measures, the population will triple every 5 years

Å66% of the population must be removed to stop population growth

ÅCurrently all control efforts in Texas remove 29% of the population

ÅPopulation is expected to double every 5 years
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Social Structure

ÅRelated females and their piglets form groups 

known as sounders

ÅMales remain with the sounder until 16-18 months 

old

ÅAdult males are mostly solitary



Hog Signs:  Wallows
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Hog Signs: Rubs
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Hog Signs: Rooting



Hog Signs: Tracks



$1.5-2.5 Billion in Damage Annually

Water Quality Erosion
Vehicle Collisions
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Landscaping

ÅGolf courses

ÅAthletic fields

ÅHomes

ÅBusinesses

ÅIrrigation systems



Importance of Native 

Vegetation

ÅMakes banks resistant to erosion

ÅVegetated channels are more stable

ÅPrevents flooding

ÅImproves water quality

ÅResource for native wildlife



Erosion


