


General Maintenance

A properly maintained septic system can last
between 25 and 30 years! It's recommended that
you pump your OSSF every three to five years to
prevent short-circuiting the treatment process and
prevent failures in the system. It's important to
pump your OSSF to not only make sure your
system is functioning properly, but also to ensure
that the system isn't full and preventing water
draining at a normal rate. A new septic system can
cost between $3,000 and $10,000, not including
permitting and installation, so it's important to
maintain your OSSF!

The creation of this brochure was financed through
funding from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.

The North Central Texas Council of Governments is
working with stakeholders to implement bacteria
TMDLs throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex. To view the I-Plan for Twenty-Two Total
Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria in the Greater
Trinity River Region, or to utilize available
resources, please visit www.nctcog.org/TMDL.

North Central Texas
Council of Governments
Environment & Development

An Instructional Guide
Provided by NCTCOG




