
Guidelines Emphasizing 
Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Accommodations



USDOT – Recent Policy

 Emphasizes an increased commitment to and 
investment in bicycle facilities and walking 
networks.

 Encourages the incorporation of safe and 
convenient walking and bicycling facilities into 
transportation projects.



Project Development

 Consider bicycle and pedestrian facilities early on in 
the planning process

 Review proposed local city and MPO bicycle and 
pedestrian plans

 Design in accordance with TAS/ADAAG, AASHTO 
Bike Guide and TxDOTôs RDM.



NEPA Document

Need and Purpose:

 Include proposed bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
and the linkage to transit stops or corridors

 If no bicycle or pedestrian facilities are provided, 
then state why no such facilities are planned.



Urban Settings

 Projects within existing ROW and scope within 
existing typical section
ïRemove barriers (TAS/ADAAG and PED standard)
ïAccommodate bicyclists by restriping to provide a 

wide curb lane for shared use when practical.

 Projects within existing ROW and scope includes 
pavement widening
ïAccommodate bicyclists by widening pavement to 

either provide a 14-foot wide curb lane or a 
5-foot wide bicycle lane.
ïEnsure existing ADA curb ramps comply with 

current standards.
ïReconstruct or add sidewalks to ensure a 

continuous ADA compliant pedestrian route.



Urban Settings (cont’d)

 Full reconstruction or new construction projects 
(ROW acquired)
ïProvide desired roadway, bicycle and sidewalk 

geometric values.



Wide Curb Lane 

 The usable lane width for shared use in a wide curb 
lane is 14 feet.

 Usable lane width is measured: 
ïfrom the longitudinal joint of the gutter pan to 

lane stripe (does not include gutter pan) or 
ïfrom the edge stripe to lane stripe when the 

construction does not include a gutter.

Note: Appropriate lane widths for remaining lanes and curb offsets 
should be met (as defined in RDM).



Wide Curb Lane



Wide Curb Lane 



Rural Settings

 Where bridges and bridge decks are being replaced 
or rehabilitated and

for off -system roadways greater than 400 ADT and 
all on-system roadways,

ïa 5-foot shoulder should be provided on the 
structure and along the adjacent barrier. 

 Shoulders outside of the bridges will remain the 
same as shown in the RDM.



Questions?


